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North Georgia Television, ("WDNN") channel 43, hereby submits

its comments in the proposed rulemaking Fourth Further Notice of

proposed Rule Making and Third Notice of Inguiry ("NPRM"). WDNN

seeks to comment on the adverse effects of the policies set forth

in this NPRM on low power television.

WDNN programming consist of the follow broadcasts:

• Daily 30 minute news program;

• Two week local church services;

• Produce two weekly 30 minute talk shows J.W. Bray Show

and liLa Voz De Dalton", a Spanish-language program;

• During Football season we produce six weekly sports

programs;

• During Basketball season we produce six weekly sports

programs along with ten play-off games; and

• Throughout the year, we will produce seasonal specials

such as political forums, election returns and intO/ert
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with our visiting governmental officials.

POTENTIAL ADVERSE IMPACT OF THE COMMISSION'S ATV PROPOSAL ON

THE COMMISSION'S LONG STANDING POLICY OF FOSTERING PROGRAMMING AND

OWNERSHIP DIVERSITY.

Since the inception of the Communications Act of 1934, it has

been the intent of the Federal Communications Commission (referred

to "FCC" or "Commission") to establish broadcast station ownership

patterns that represents the views of the public as these relate to

the diverse communications industries and sub-industries. One of

the basic underlying considerations of the 1934 Act was the desire

to effectuate policy that discouraged the formation of monopolies

in broadcast and effectuate ownership policies that would as a

result diversify program content. 1

With this in mind, the Commission has set precedent with its

adoption of various policies and programs which are intended to

minimize whatever negative effect small entities might face in the

advent of new rulemakings and new technologies. 2 For the purpose

of this proposed rulemaking Fourth Further Notice of Proposed Rule

Making and Third Notice of Inguiry ("NPRM), WDNN seeks to comment

1 See Section 307 of the Communications Act relating to the
efficient distribution of the spectrum.

2 See, for example, the small business protections adopted by
Congress in the auction provisions of the Communications Act.
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on the adverse effects of the policies set forth in this NPRM on

low power television. These effects are a result of the

Commission's decision to exclude low power television broadcasters

from this important rulemaking and thus continue to maintain the

LPTV's industry secondary status in television broadcasting.

Throughout the creation of the diversity policies for

television broadcast service, the Commission adhered to the

principle that diversification better serves the needs of the

public at large. The Commission firmly stated that the vitality of

the U.S. system of broadcasting depended largely on a diversified

ownership and, hence, diversification of programming and service

content.

The low power television3 medium is a niche broadcasting

service with the potential to provide specialized programming to

specialized markets, particularly underserved and ethnic

communities. According to industry experts, approximately 42% of

LPTV stations provide the public with programming for special

demographic populations, reflecting fulfillment of the Commission's

initial goal when establishing LPTV service in 1983. Moreover,

LPTV stations on the air in the U.S. now number more than 1751

stations. 4 The present LPTV figure comprises 1193 UHF and 558 VHF

stations, compared to the nation's full power commercial and

3 Report and Order, March 4, 1982

4Part 74 CFR and Report and Order, 1982.
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educational stations which now number approximately 1,542

stations. 5

Despite the growth in ownership in the LPTV industry and the

fact that LPTV broadcasters have made great efforts in the last

decade to acquaint the various Commissioners with the unique and

diverse services that LPTV provides to the public and record the

successes that the LPTV industry has achieved with the Commission's

stated goals of providing universal, over-the-air television

service, the Commission's Fourth Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and

Third Notice of Inguiry has excluded low power broadcasters from

any consideration in the transition plan and the proposed statement

of proposed ATV policies.

WDNN is clear about the increased range of new service

capabilities that digital technology will bring to television, as

well as the capability to deliver mUltiple program streams over one

6 MHz channel that the conversion to digital will bring. But

WDNN's reasons for these promised new services justify not

including this segment of the television broadcasting industry in

this ATV rulemaking. The Commission has stated that its initial

reason for exclusion LPTV to be that the broader pUblic interest

would be best served by limiting initial channel allocation to

existing eligible broadcasters, but are not over 800 licensed LPTV

entrepreneurs broadcasters? Broadcasting is exclusively and

exactly what we do.

5 See station totals in most recent Public Notice.
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In compliance with the Commission's principles of

diversification of ownership, and universal service6 and the U.S.

Constitution, any technical standards used to develop an allotment

table should be readily and equally available to all broadcasters

and the diverse audiences they serve, not just full power

broadcasters. To exclude LPTV broadcasters from the ATV proceeding

is to say that the Commission does not believe in its long stated

standard that the public interest of all Americans would be served

if all Americans could participate in the continued reception of

television.

II. POTENTIAL IMPACT ON THE COMMISSION'S OBJECTIVE OF

PROMOTING DIVERSITY OF VIEWPOINTS IN A DIGITAL WORLD.

The Commission should continue to value localism in an era of

megamergers. LPTV is one of the few remaining services that

focuses on local content. It is the local programming of that low

power television broadcasters that bring services and programming

to the underserved and ethnic communities throughout the U. S.

Furthermore, part of the Commission's goals in inaugurating LPTV

service were to bring local programming to communities that had

never been served or had been underserved by full power television.

Equally as important, was the desire to increase diversity in

ownership in television broadcasting among women and minorities,

6 See Sixth Report and Order (1952).
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since entrant of minorities in full power television is lower than

that of LPTV due to the lack of access to capital by minorities.

Currently there are 31 full power TV stations owned by minorities

versus 124 LPTV stations owned by minorities.

III. POTENTIAL IMPACT OF SPECTRUM RECOVERY AND CREATION OF

CONTIGUOUS BLOCKS OF SPECTRUM ON LOW POWER TELEVISION BROADCASTERS.

With respect to the recovery of spectrum, in the Second

Report/Further Notice, the Commission put broadcasters on notice

that when ATV becomes the prevalent medium, broadcasters would be

required to surrender a 6 MHz channel and cease broadcasting in

NTSC. 7 Later, in the Third Report/Further Notice, the Commission

stated its plan to award broadcasters interim use of an additional

6 MHz channel to permit a smooth, efficient transition to an

improved technology with as much certainty and as little

inconvenience to the public and the industry as possible.

It is evident that the Commission remains committed to the

recovery of spectrum to full power broadcasters, yet it not evident

that the Commission remains committed to ownership rights of LPTV

broadcasters with the advent of digital technology, with the

possibility of eliminating a vast number of existing LPTV

licensees. Furthermore, the Communications Act of 1934 mandates

that the Commission allocates spectrum in a manner which is, among

other things, efficient. 47 U.S.C. Section 307 (b). And as stated

7 Second Report/Further Notice, 7 FCC Rcd 3340, 3353 (1992).
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by Chairman Reed Hundt in his speech at the Pittsburgh Law School,

the Commission ought to apply the public interest standard, with

concrete duties imposed on broadcasters.

IV. POTENTIAL IMPACT OF THE EXCLUSION OF LPTV BROADCASTERS ON

EFFECTS OF ATV TRANSITION TO SMALL MARKET BROADCASTERS

LPTV stations should not be displaced only when an alternative

is not available. Adequate notice of any proposed allotment table

should be given, along with disclosure of all technical standards

so LPTV broadcasters may recommend changes in individual allotments

that will minimize any adverse impact upon them.

V. HOW THE COMMISSION CAN ACCOMMODATE LPTV BROADCAST

STATIONS IN THE TRANSITION TO DIGITAL TELEVISION

LPTV stations should be given an opportunity to apply for

remaining ATV spectrum after full power s~ations have applied for

ATV spectrum, before the general pUblic. Furthermore, any spectrum

repackaging or recapture should consider perhaps establishing a

guard band between full power TV and nonbroadcast services and

therefore taking LPTV broadcasters into account.

WDNN supports the comments which oppose the Commission's

exclusion of LPTV as primary licensees in the new ATV service. WDNN

firmly believes that this action by the Commission is a violation

of the Constitutional rights of the LPTV broadcasters.
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Wherefore, for the foregoing reasons, STATION, respectfully

submits that the Commission should revise its proposals in its

Fourth Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Third Notice of

Inquiry to insure a more spectrally efficient ATV allotment table

and to accommodate low power television broadcasters with an ATV

simulcast channel.

Respectfully submitted,

By:

Dated: November 14, 1995

7



North GEorgla'Tel&Vision Is about North gia
and is ready to serve our growing community."
North

S is a ke
"what will , e our community and its peo is our central foc

As a televi 'n station we have a great responsibility to serve our
through distrib vital infannation that the community d n

Through 's Nightly NewsWatch the community tun in to te'
truthful aceo news events, Our reporters strive to serve the community through
unbiased and ul news reporting. It is a family neWscast with hard facts and time
reports. V also becomes involved with its staffby helping with cOlt1.lriunity ,
projects. For the past five years we have volunteered our time and faciliti the TrOll
bled Children C il Telethon. '.'

NGTV onsored the Providence Mini ' Walk of Lav s gi y hours to the Chamber of
Partner pro oug efforts we have received recognition from two national organizations FamilyNet an
'casters A This August we received the Community Ser-viceAward in Dallas, Texas for at

en in N er at the A Convention in ton NGTV's Nightly News Watch was ree
viding local coverage tmityactivities. '



~N°;1;~~I~
••Falcon Cable TV 10
....... .. . (1)alton.Ga)· .»..
C-4.Media··CabletV10

· .... . ... (ChalsWiJrth,Ga.) ..... . .•.....••.•••.•

· . . . . . With an tmtennn on: ..... .... <.. .
UHF TV43 (W43AT) & ·UHF·T\l47 (W47:8A)
·NGTV's coverage area includes Whiifleld County, Murray.··

•County, and parts ofWalker County, CaloOSli COIitrty .•.
& Gordon County. Also the southern parts Of Hamilton IiiId ...

Bradley Counties in Tennessee. ..

......... ·>MlInJ/ln out- CtHnltll.lnitll hllVll thllnkllCl us 'ot- our Mlp: .
..... YoO~ truly peoforrn4ld a pUblic • ...JtltocKir COln"'U~ t,.nk you ~or alrowlno u. t().ppal'onuoul';~.~

...............•...•.....••.•.•.........•.Sho\W.-W_= Oratefld.ts~c.~n ..~u.and H~~r =:.=~~hPOUn<hft/~« ••
..•. .1V43 haiicome a Icing w.y from itS i~ion.·.I 1Ii1Ti particularly Irnpl'8_ W1ththli qu.lltyOf your Nightly NeWS·••• ·••.•·

.•..•• pM:'Igrilm..~.. It is Wry smoothly~ and prOfliuionally doni. •Yeuh.v. puttcigethe~==( .
H~ fortun.t.~ar.:.~~~Bi~-:::~ro~~de~~-:~C::":~o~~~:m~n~ingSin.oW~· ••~~·.

.<.. . .. ...• ... > .. . ...• . .• •.••.. .•.• .••.•.... ...•..••. .• . •..•• .• .. . .• .. . •.•• .. •• • .. •. ... Undli BIIICk,,!~~• DlIIttxI tDi,,,t q

. ..•. t Want to drop you a note thanking you iinet your .tBff fOr all the .c.tIEitwork you do for the Chamber;.···.·.·. •.• •.•...• .
...·~We couldn't dO It without youll ...< •. ..... •.. ... ..><

. .. s.org.Suthrl.nd....; o.Jttim/Whltfi.dChilmbtlf'ofCommea.·.

It was a tremendOUs pl...uN werklno with your st.tlon on the Providence Mlnilltrlehrtervf.-N. ••• ..•.•.. . . .
The fourth annual Walk Of love WIIS a Oi'At success. and NG1V helped make It poSsible. . . • .

.Roll .JMi1*Dn -- Prt;vIdtin~Mini.trllIiI •••..••.....Thank you very much for the attention 1V4:igave to oUr "Georgi. Wom.n of Achjtvement~exhibit..·.·· ..•.•.•.••.••
We h."" received numerous compUnuent. ...... .. . ••••••. . •••.. •.. • ..••••••••••.•....

.. . . •MM-dii D. H~... ~ton RIfg/iJniIl LJbrt.rsl··· ..



Raider Round Table

. _. -_.- ".-"',',' -",",',' '."' ' .. ,'.,' ." .. ' ..... ,. ",,-, ..

NlghtlU"'-1IdWatctt···· .
Exclusive en llJCi3ticn nE!w5. sp:rts~.~

.. ctJVE!I'ega Of Ncrthwe5t Eilrigia ccnTruhii:y .
.··evBits .

· E\l8nU·Wlt:hli....rry Weln .
IJBlly i:oTm.Jnity~ hosted by 9ien'y .
Weill With a ve;-Iety OF. gJE!St5 rEPrtihg thli!ir

· .. crga'l1Zi3ticn5 h;:riJehihgS. .
... ..< .J.W. Bray.J... .•.•....•.•..
A5hcJW hosted by J.vv. Bey that interVi€!W5 ..

. a local~ cr vtsitillg telEtrlty.
carpeta ·or OIIlton .

. . lipllrt.Talk
Liw~Hn !9IXrts 5how hosted by Keith

Lun5fc:rt:111i Jc'IE! McKechnie With qJen .
dl5:U5!!lICn mp-o. tdlege II( higl schcrl

.••.. •..•·····~s.·

.• ·LA>VO% DE DAL1"01\1 .
·ASpI;J1i!!ti p1:gciITI dii'e:ted at the Hi~1t:
•.i::t:rrrruilty. Pri:duced by Alenso Am5ta.
•.. ·a.wch liIllMC.. .
FIfSt united Methodist CtllJrtil ciftialtt:il ~

[E!d<'r Valley ChUrth of 6cd •.

. Football Friday .
The htrt:te5t show in to'hh ftr local fbottial

fi315 featuring all the CI""EiB fbottial tecin5. live
wJi:h gI!rre Vk:e:i 15! tal-iriS. Hosted by EktJ Lee.

Me Wil9CJ1 1\1 tl:nny Outchfield....•.

"'Igb lichool· ptg.kln .
•. .•....•. PI'InII.W . •....... .

Th~eWn~g:n%d;~~IE!5 up:cn ling

· Hosted Qj.:Jt:E Mc1<B':iiJiie ~ Keith LiJn51i:rtJ.

.. .... MurrliUt:aia'1Ity .

.. >.... Footblilll w .
· Ho9t:ed by Keith Ll.nsftrtl 1\1 hei'Id ct:Jd::I1 Biii· .
NCJlla'featuring gi:lrne VitBJ. ~a.JE'r interv1eiN5
•.• . •• i:I1d li\lt!4y eaf-in quE!!li:1rr15. . •

· tIW III'UIn football .how
The Northwe!!'it H.5. lixitlJall 5hc1N with live i:a1~

in. HostedQj :Jt:EMi:Kectlniell( heoot::t'Ji"Ch
. . Tl:JTI'r'Y Saitt.. .

CiltaniDUint CdUrt Talk
The ciffiCta Datcn Higl sc:ht:o Ba5ketball

. .. show.
· With a:t:J Lee. Coach !:Ennis Eb:Jfrey iii scott

Brackett.
· 1bii! Ral"'''· RotnId Tabl.

· The SouthE!a5t: H.S. I::IasI<etball 5how with a'1
ernt:flaSi!i en all ~s. ocEl:Emics iii stt..rtnt

life at 5Cf1aj.

Araund t:hii! Ba...
UniQJe I:Ii'lgel::iaI sht:iw fE!i'lturing the Dalten
H.S.~I tean With vicEo hig,lights.

(:YtJf1lE!5 a'1d eWn a I:JaseI:BI tip of the week.

Dalton .Junior High School
. . Football

Rej:JElj cif the ruHS 7th iii 8th grate foottJal.
,Annruncer: sam LaI<E

H.Ii. 8II.klltb811 Play-Off
ruEljE!d tJiJa:i::asts of the rt:!gion iii state p1Elj-

off garreslli trurna-nents. Hosted~ Joe
McKethnie iii Ketth Lunsford

Football Friday

Catamount Court Talk



...------._..

Political Involvement Helps Our Goals & Needs to be Understood

Doug Jensen/General Manager
Doug Smith/Operations

Calvin Means/Sales & Program
Sherry WeinlNews Director

James LoganlProduction
Joe McKechnie/ Sports Director

Heather CaselNews Reporter
Kristy LockhartlNews Reporter

Melanie WoodylProduction
Keith Lunsford/Sports

Michelle AlexanderlNews Reporter

U.S. Congressman Nathan Deal meets with Doug Jensen,
Dr. Don Thomas and Dr. Charles Herndon.

North Gtoqia
Television

101 S. SPENCER STREET DALTON, GEORGIA 30721-3122
1.706.278.9713/226.4125 fax 278.7950

lW. Bray interviews Senator Paul Coverdell on his weekly talk
show in the NGTV studios.

Keith Larson, low power FCC chainnan said that "NGTVis the political king oflow power television stations throughout the United States ", This statement was
given at the CBA Convention in Washington D,C. in November. NGTV had congressional aides from Senator Sam Nunn's and Congressman Nathan Deal's office attended
the conference,

Special programming such as a 30 minute special with Georgia Governor Zell Miller gave us an opportunity to introduce the Governor to NGTV, But is also an
opportunity for us to give our community an in-depth look at our state's chiefrepresentative.

We were able to accomplish the same thing with Senator Paul Coverdell on the J.W, Bray Show,
Congressman Nathan Deal travelled with Doug Jensen to talk with Walker County officials about serving their county with our local news. Congressman Deal spoke

highly ofNGTV, about the quality ofthe news service we have given him, Of the twenty counties he serves, he said that NGTV gave him the best coverage,
Through NGTV's political fomms. we were able to keep voters infonned ofour politicians philosophies and hold them accountable to the public. With these live

round table fomms the community can call in and ask questions so they might know first hand where the candidates stand on the issues.
Dedicated to serving our community through timely reporting, NGTV offers live election coverage with on location coverage, live call·in questions statements and

candidate interview,
Going to Washington D.C. with the Chamber ofCommerce gives us a chance to lobby our elected officials about local concerns, Through television we were able to

bring back reports and show them to our community,
North Georgia Television is trying hard to help make Dalton and North Georgia

the political hub ofNorth Georgia,

Manv o(our politicians have said nice things about NGTV:

Gov.ZeIl Miller - Having followed its broadcastfor the last four years
- I have found NGTV to be a solid and responsible stah'on,

Sen. Paul Coverdell- I want to thank you for arranging my recent
interview on the J. W. Bray Show.

Congressman Nathan Deal - I have always found NGTV to be
extremely interested in broadcasting news and information ofimportance
to the people who live in the Congressional district I serve - the staffof
NGTV have been very professional and efficient in their presentation of
news and other public information.

Rep. Steve Farrow - NGTV has become an integral part ofour
community in the Dalton-Chatsworth area, providing many public
interest programs.

Margaret Ball, League of Women Voters
NGTV is giving us a 'better choice "


